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Iron Parents: 

I hope this newsletter finds you well!  As we countdown towards Spring Break, I 

wanted to provide a few more updates with regards to school safety, as I know 

it’s on the minds of our students and parents on a daily basis. 

I have reminded students that if they “See Something, Say Something”.  This is a 

nationwide challenge encouraging students to feel comfortable talking  to an 

adult if they see or hear something that doesn’t seem right.  As you know, we have 

decreased the entrances available to students in the morning down to two.  The 

main school entrance from the student parking lot and the doors by the bus lane.  

This has worked well so far and has enabled us to keep a closer eye on students 

as they enter the building in the morning.  I have also received word that we will 

be welcoming two security monitors to our building for next school year.  We are 

excited about having two additional adults to assist in supervising students be-

fore school, throughout the school day (during lunches, passing periods, home-

room transitions, etc.) and finally at the end of the day.  We’re hopeful that addi-

tional support will help us with the congestion in the parking lot after school as 

well! 

Finally, our administrative team has worked closely with Eastview Christian 

Church to review and update our reunification plan.  This would be used in the 

event of an emergency that required an evacuation of our building.   This might be 

utilized in the event of a natural disaster, accident that occurs close to our build-

ing, or issue that occurs in our building, and we need to remove ourselves from 

the premises, such as a gas leak.   

Obviously, school safety is the first priority of our entire administrative team and 

staff.  We want parents to know that we are always talking and working to imple-

ment best practices in school safety and will be continuing to do so moving for-

ward.  I hope you enjoy your Spring Break and look forward to all of the activities 

that take place towards the end of the school year.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Trevor Chapman 

NCHS Principal 
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SAFETY FIRST 

 

Our country has seen sad and frightening violence in 
public schools.  With the recent events in Florida we 
would like to reassure you of the ongoing efforts in keep-
ing your children safe while at school.   
 
For our students and staff, we conduct regular drills to 
prepare for a wide range of emergencies, including ac-
tive shooters. We have a comprehensive crisis plan in 
place to help avoid tragedies before they happen.  This 
crisis plan is reviewed and updated annually. 
 
We also have an excellent working relationship with  the 
Normal Police Department.  NPD regularly tours and 
trains in our facilities to become familiar with the build-
ings and layouts, so in case of emergency, they are famil-
iar. 
 
We are fortunate to have our School Resource Officer,  
Jeremy Flood.  Jeremy is a Police Officer with the Normal 
Police Department.  He is assigned to Normal Communi-
ty High School and is here every day.   Jeremy works 
closely with our administrators, staff, and students to 
ensure a safe environment 
 
All doors are kept locked throughout the day.  Students 
can still exit but cannot enter once the door shuts. 
 
We ask that all visitors enter the building through the 
Greeter’s Station.  Visitors are not allowed to enter the 
building without proper identification. 
 
It is important to recognize that everyone plays a critical 
role in school safety. Students, staff, and the community 
are encouraged to be observant and let an adult know if 
they see or hear something that makes them feel uncom-
fortable, nervous, or frightened, and especially if they 
hear threats of dan-
gerous behavior or 
see anything on so-
cial media that feels 
like a threat.  If you 
ever have any 
doubt, contact Jere-
my Flood or any 
law enforcement 
immediately.  
 
The safety of our students will continue to be a top prior-
ity and we appreciate your support. 

What is STEM?  STEM is a growing movement 

in education around the world.  It is a curricu-

lum based on the idea of educating students in 

four specific subjects: science, technology, en-

gineering and mathematics.  These key sub-

jects are taught together in an integrated way 

so that elements of each subject are applied to 

the others.  STEM is typically a blended way of 

learning that combines traditional classroom 

teaching with online learning and hands-on 

learning activities.  This gives students the op-

portunity to experience different paths to 

learning and problem solving that applies to 

the world around us and keeps our students 

competitive in the 21st century work force.  

STEM activities push students to expand their 

horizons, experiment, problem solve and ac-

cept failure as a means to success.  We hope 

students consider some of the STEM options 

available to them here at NCHS! 

Normal Community HS would like to welcome 
Nic Kearfott as our new Athletic Director.  
Nic is coming to us from DeKalb HS and was also 

an Athletic Director at 
Woodstock North and 
Okaw Valley High Schools.  
Nic is originally from El 
Paso, Illinois; he and his 
wife have three children 
and are looking forward to 
moving back to Central Illi-
nois. Please join us in wel-
coming Nic to the NCHS 
Family! 

WELCOME  
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National Nurses Week 

May 6th - 12th 
 

May 6th, 2018 is this year’s  kickoff for National 
Nurses Week.  On behalf of everyone here at 
Normal Community High School, we’d like to 
say THANK YOU!  We applaud your work, dedi-
cation, and selfless commitment to our stu-
dents.  
 
Our nurses are available to our students during 
all hours of the school day.   They deal with the 
physical ailments, the emotional scars, the men-
tal anxiety and the hunger pains of some of our 
students.   They educate teachers and staff of 
chronic diseases that some of our students may 
have so that teachers can be confident and pre-
pared to teach a child with diabetes, heart dis-
ease, cancer, etc.    They watch over students  
on field trips and at blood drives. They provide 
screenings, referrals, and health education.  
Parents are able to breathe a little easier know-
ing we have qualified nurses on staff to take 
care of their students.  
 
So, during School Nurses’ Week, we’d like to say 
"Thank You." Thank you for protecting and 
strengthening our students’ lives and enhanc-
ing their learning environment.  Your impact is 
well felt and deeply appreciated by all! 
 

 

PROM 2018 
Bright Lights, Big City 

 

 
 

 

Prom is quickly approaching and NCHS is abuzz with 
who's going, who's not, who’s taking a date, what to 
wear, and...what NOT to wear.  
 
For those whose proms were decades ago, hearing 
about the angst of today's teens may bring up fond and 
not so fond memories. One thing remains, it’s all about 
the fun and the memories that last a lifetime. 
 
Prom will be held on Saturday, April 28, 2018 at the 
Parke Regency Hotel, 1413 Leslie Dr., Bloomington.  
The dance will be 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.  
 
Tickets are on sale now at  https://
nchsprom.ticketleap.com/.  Online tickets are $8.50 
plus a small convenience fee of $1.43 ($9.93).  Tickets 
will be sold at school for 2 days only on April 24th & 
25th.  Tickets purchased at school will be $10.00.   
 
After Prom tickets will be sold separately and an-
nounced at a later date.   
 
After Prom events are parent-chaperoned and held at 
NCHS from 12:00 a.m. to 4:00 a.m.  After-Prom is com-
pletely volunteer-organized-and-run events that fea-
ture food, activities, and great prizes for the students 
to win.  
 
Why do we do this? A lot can happen on Prom night. 
There are more emergency-room visits and car acci-
dents on Prom night than almost any other night of the 
school year. NCHS parents have made a difference on 
this one night each year by giving our students some-
thing safe and fun to do. Be sure to support them in 
any way that you can. 

 
ID’s will be required at Prom and After Prom. 

 

Tamara Ahrens, RN Melissa Anton, RN 

https://nchsprom.ticketleap.com/
https://nchsprom.ticketleap.com/
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GRADUATION 
 

The Class of 2018 will Graduate at the Grossinger 
Motors Arena in Bloomington on May 26th, at 6:00 
p.m. 
Tickets are not needed to attend.   
 
A graduation packet will be available on our website 
after spring break.  Take time to read the contents of 
that packet carefully.  It will contain information 
about the Senior Showcase, Senior Picnic and Gradu-
ation.  The senior packet contains just about every-
thing we think you and your graduate will need to 
know about the who, what, when and where of senior 
activities over the next few months.   
 
Please make sure all books/laptops get turned in and 
student fees are paid in full by May 23rd.  Your stu-
dent will not receive his/her diploma if they still owe 
a balance on their account. 

Recently, our NCHS Theater Dept.  performed Steel 
Magnolias.  The play was about a group of southern 
ladies in a small-town beauty parlor.  The women 
are strong, durable and unflinching.  This play is 
alternately hilarious and touching—and, in the end, 
deeply revealing of the strength and purposeful-
ness that is truly moving.   
 
Our students did an outstanding job and we could-
n’t be more proud of them! 

A handful of our AP Biology students are 
working at a cadaver lab here in Central 
Illinois!  Yes, they are working with real ca-
davers.  Local doctors, nurses, and anato-
mists along with science teachers from lo-
cal high schools, work in the lab on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays looking at all of 
the different systems of the body.  What a 
great experience for these students learn-
ing from those who work in the field! 
 
Pictured above is Dr. Cortese from Cortese 
Foot & Ankle Clinic showing students some 
of the structures located in the foot of a ca-
daver.   



Did you know that we train students to be certified lifeguards 

right here at NCHS?!  Mrs. Kobel is a member of our PE Depart-

ment and also an authorized provider of the American Red 

Cross Lifeguard Certification.  She has been a Red Cross Certified 

Instructor for more than 15 years.  All students in Advanced 

Aquatics have the opportunity to certify in lifeguarding, first aid, 

AED and CPR.  This certification is good for 2 years.  Some stu-

dents repeat the course so they can re-new certification, while 

others repeat it because they just enjoy it!     

 

Taking a training course outside of school would likely cost close 

to $150, but it’s only $38 for our students because we have 

Mrs. Kobel as part of our staff.  An added bonus of this course is 

that students have the opportunity to practice their skills as 

they serve as lifeguards in the pool throughout the day.  Cur-

rently, there are 30 NCHS students who serve as lifeguards for 

all of our PE classes that take place in the pool with as many as 

5 students in one class period!  For many, the certification 

earned in this class assists them in gaining employment during 

the summer at local public pools.   
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We are thankful for the work that Mrs. Kobel does here at the 

NCHS pool, and appreciate her willingness to continue to train 

some of the finest lifeguards in McLean County!  Our pool serves 

both our school and community and her ability to train lifeguards 

is our school’s way of giving back! 



State Farm Internship Presentation   
On January 30th, students were invited to at-
tend a State Farm Internship presentation dur-
ing their lunch period.  (Students were invited to sign up in the counseling office through school an-
nouncements for 2 weeks prior to the date.)  Lisa Runge and Crystal Alley presented information on the 
Summer Internship Program at State Farm.  They discussed the success of last summer’s interns and prob-
able tasks for the upcoming summer.   

January Course Selection 

Counselors met with students during English classes to assist with course selection.  
All students selected courses for the 2018-2019 school year via CareerCruising.com.  
On  January 28th, information was shared with Skyward.  You can now see the 
course requests through Family Access.  (Select the schedule, then on the top right 
select 2018-2019 Course Requests.)  Please review the selection with your student.  
Changes can be made by students visiting their counselor.  The deadline is the Fri-

day before spring break-March 23, 2018 at 3:30.  If changes are needed, this is a great opportunity for 
your student to prepare for the college application process by meeting with a counselor and making a re-
quest.   

SAT and PSAT10 

We always like to say “Testing Rocks!” in the counseling office so the second week of April will be quite ac-
tive.  On Monday we will start the week by giving the PSAT10 to 373 sophomores who signed up by Febru-
ary 9th.  The testing will take place in both gyms.  Sophomores will create a College Board Account with 
counselors in mid-March.  They will be able to access their score information and see an item analysis by 
mid-May.  For a “Parent Tutorial”, visit https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/understanding-psat
-10-results-parent-tutorial-2017.pdf 
 
All juniors will be taking the SAT with Essay on April 10, 2018.  To prepare for the mandatory state testing, 
in the fall counselors visited junior English classes to help students create a College Board account.  We al-
so created a Khan Academy account for test prep and linked the two accounts.  Prior to the test the counse-
lors will visit homerooms to give students an opportunity to complete a portion of the answer document.  
Juniors will have the opportunity to select 4 colleges/universities to send their scores so start thinking!  
We encourage students to use all 4 sending opportunities.  When a student needs to send a score after test-
ing the cost is approximately $12/location.  On test day, both gyms will be set up with tables to accommo-
date over 527 students.   
 
For both PSAT10 and SAT, we encourage students to bring a jacket (the temperature fluctuates often), 
pencils, and a calculator.  We ask that all other items-backpacks, bags, beverages, books-be placed in stu-
dent lockers.  Parents can help by making sure you child has had a good night’s sleep and has eaten break-
fast.   

Counselor’s Corner 

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/understanding-psat-10-results-parent-tutorial-2017.pdf
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/understanding-psat-10-results-parent-tutorial-2017.pdf


March Madness 

March Madness is all about college basketball so we’re taking the college part and decorating the school!  
Teachers have the opportunity to decorate their door with college information about a team playing for 
the NCAA Championship.  Each door will meet specific criteria and be judged for prizes.  We feel this is a 
great way for students to use CareerCruising.com and to consider a variety of colleges.  Let the excitement 
of March Madness begin! 

College Craze 

The Counseling office will also be offering students an opportunity to meet with 
college representatives during March.  Currently we have 5 post-secondary insti-
tutions committed to meet with our students.  We plan to offer a total of 12 ses-
sions.  Stay tuned (www.unit5.org/domain/1105) for more opportunities! 

 

 

Seniors should be in the hunt for scholarships!  There are many local and national scholarships available 
for students to apply for.  The NCHS Counselors website has a plethora of options for students.  https://
www.unit5.org/Page/6806  New ones are added as we receive them, so be sure to check the website of-
ten.  Deadlines are approaching in March, April, and May!  Don't let a little essay or application keep you 
from receiving FREE money for college! 

Financial Aid Night for Juniors   

Juniors and their families are thinking about college and along with that comes 
thoughts about "How do we pay for it?"  To help those families we are holding a 
Financial Aid Information event for Junior families on Wednesday, April 25th at 
6:30 PM in the Auditorium.  Come hear from our Illinois Student Assistance 
Commission Representative, Gina, about the FAFSA form and how to access stu-
dent grants and loans.  Current Juniors will begin submitting their FAFSA information in Octo-
ber of Senior year.   

Freshmen Homerooms 

Throughout the school year, the counselors visit their freshmen homerooms approximately twice a 
month.  While visiting homerooms, the counselors are working with students to further their knowledge 
on Career Cruising (www.unit5.org/Page/4530) and continue to build on their Individual Learning Plans 
from junior high.  Most recently the counselors visited homerooms and focused on how to use Career 
Cruising as a tool for college searches.  Furthermore, when counselors visited homerooms in early Febru-
ary, they gave each freshmen a copy of their transcript, explained how to read a transcript, the importance 
of earning the best grades possible, calculation of cumulative GPA and will continue to build this docu-
ment until graduation.   

  

 

 

Counselor’s Corner Cont. 

http://www.unit5.org/domain/1105
https://www.unit5.org/Page/6806
https://www.unit5.org/Page/6806
http://www.unit5.org/Page/4530


 NORMAL COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 

 

   March 

       21  Wed.  Late Start    8:40 (0 hour) 
    26-30 Mon.-Fri. Spring Break    No School 
      

   April 
       2  Mon.  Board Holiday (No School)  No School 

      10  Tues.  SAT Testing    See pg. 6  
      11  Wed.  Late Start    8:40 a.m. (0 hour) 

      16  Mon.  IronPride (PTO)   6:30 p.m. 

      19  Thurs.  Musical    7:00 p.m. 
      20   Fri.  School Improvement Day  No School 
                                                            Musical    7:00 pm 

      21  Sat.  Musical    2:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

      22  Sun.  Musical    2:00 p.m. 
    24-25 Tues.-Wed. Prom tickets sold at school 
      27  Fri  Graduation Rehearsal   TBD 

      28  Sat.  Prom     8:00-11:00 p.m. 

    After Prom    12:00 a.m.-4 a.m.   

      30  Mon.  Senior Awards Night   6:30 p.m. 

 

    May 

       4  Fri.  Senior Picnic    All Day 

       8  Tues.  Choir Concert    7:00 p.m. 

       9  Wed.  Late Start    8:40 a.m. (0 hour) 

      10  Thurs.  Band Concert    7:00 p.m. 
      14     Mon.  IronPride (PTO)   6:30 p.m. 

      15  Tues.  Orchestra Concert   7:00 p.m. 

      23  Wed.  1/2 Day for Students (Last Day)    

      26  Sat.  Graduation    6:00 p.m. 
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       ENJOY YOUR SUMMER 


